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It cost 13 focloral law enforcement 
agencies almost $30 million to com pi v 
with the revised Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act and I he new privacy acts in 
Lhe three years after they became law, 
the General Accounting Office said 
.yesterday. 

The congressional auditing agency 
said most of lhe money wenl for 
hn lories of federal employes hired to 
sort through citizen requests for in- 
formation, process (Item and decide 
whether to make the files public. 

More than a third of the total, $i:UJ 
million, was spent by the FBI. al- 
though the Immigration and Naturali- 
zation Service handled more requests 
in tlml period, 51,109, compared to the 
FBI's 43,3(10. 

The luws allow public access to gov- 
ernment documents, including law en- 
forcement files, except where ex- 
empted in cases such as national se- 
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ciirity, personnel matters, trade secrets 
and police informants. 

The report said the 13 agencies that 
do investigative work— ranging from 
lhe FBI and the Postal Service to the ' 
military security agencies — handled 
about 147.1)00 requests for information - 
in fiscal 1975 through 1977. A revised 
FOI law and the new privacy act tooK, i| 
effect in 1975. 

"The most dominant category of re- 
questors reported by many of the 
agencies was individuals who have 
been or arc subjec ts of investi gal ions 
by the agencies." the GAO said. "Some 
of those requestors were also identi- 
fied as being criminals." 

A Senate Judiciary subcommittee 
has held hearings for more than a 
year on the subject, taking testimony 
from federal law enforcement officials 
who say FOI requirements are costly 
and can help criminals and spies. 

They argue that criminal conspira- 
tors can request information not only 
on themselves hut on cohorts who can 
be spotted as informants If they don’t 
have a file. 

Similarly, they say, spies can get | 
information from government files on i 
methods used to trap thorn or any 1 
matter that might be of help to their ^ 
government. 

Additionally, the officials have test i- 1 
fied, the knowledge that records could 
become public has cut down on the 
Willingness of local police to send in- 
formation to Washington and on the 
ability of the agencies to promise con- 
fidentiality to informants. 


